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On Oct. 7, the National Congress modified legislation which had prohibited reelection of chiefs of
the armed forces. The move was the culmination of a year-long campaign orchestrated by current
armed forces chief Gen. Luis Alonso Discua, making him the first armed forces chief to successfully
achieve reelection in the past three decades. His new three-year term will expire in January, 1996.
Reelection was consummated by way of congressional approval of a modification to the armed
forces' organic law (Ley Constitutiva de las Fuerzas Armadas) which consisted of eliminating
Article 32. That Article had prohibited reelection of any armed forces chief who has served in that
capacity for over half of the standard three-year term. [Discua assumed the post of armed forces
chief on Dec. 8, 1990 following a barracks coup which resulted in the ouster of chief Gen. Arnulfo
Cantarero. Cantarero's term would have ended in January 1993. Discua, a member of the military's
influential Sixth Promotion, graduated from the military academy in the late 1960s. He is considered
a specialist in military intelligence. Discua's brother, Celin Discua, is currently president of the
governing National Party.] The proposed modifications to the organic law were sent to Congress by
the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas (COSUFA), the military's highest decision-making
body comprised of about 60 high-ranking officers. Also on Oct. 7, a group within the armed forces
calling itself the Movement of Professional Officers (Movimiento de Oficiales Profesionales, MOP)
issued a communique denouncing the "ill-fated" move. The group warned that Discua's reelection
would result in the members of COSUFA also remaining at their posts for the next three years, thus
eliminating the possibility for junior officers to rise through the ranks. Armed Forces public relations
chief Guillermo Pagan said that no such group of officers exists and reiterated that the COSUFA
decision on reelection was made on the basis of consensus within the armed forces. Military analysts
indicated that consensus was reached after Discua purged the few officers who opposed his plans
and had them replaced with officers of his personal confidence. (Sources: Agence France-Presse,
09/23/92, 09/29/92, 10/07/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish news service EFE,
10/07/92)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

